
IN THIS ISSUE ...
2 Reduce Greenhouse Gas

4 A Look At Eating Locally

5 Land Conservation 2008

13 Giving Thanks

18 Events, Past and Future

LAND MATTERS
A Publication of The French and Pickering Creeks Conservation Trust  |  Volume 1, No. 2  |  Spring 2009

q

We have grounds for conservation











5

Land Matters  |  Spring 2009

Last August 20th, the Chester County
Commissioners awarded the Trust 1.5
million dollars to acquire the 2.7 mile
Boars Back railroad right-of-way from 
St. Peters Village to Elverson and
improve the natural-surface pathway 
for a formal public trail. The award
consisted of two separate grants: an
Acquisition Grant of 900 thousand
dollars for the rail right-of-way
acquisition and the site of the old St.
Peters train station building—and the
first Chester County Trail Construction
Grant Award, in the amount of 600
thousand dollars, for the upgrading of
the Boars Back Railroad bed. The latter
award came through a new pilot grant
program created by Chester County
Open Space Director 
Bill Gladden with input from Trust
Conservation Director Pam Brown.

The Boars Back trail has been a high-
priority project for both Chester County

and Warwick
Township and
will advance
the Trust’s
long-range
vision for the
French Creek
Trail. The
collaboration
among the
Trust, Warwick

Township, Earth Companies and the
County is making the plan for a safe,
accessible and enjoyable trail through
wood lands and protected state game
lands a reality. A portion of the Horse-
Shoe Trail follows the railroad bed 
and will be formally protected through
this endeavor. 

Two bridges will be replaced and the
surface upgraded to provide a multi-use
non-motorized trail for equestrians,
hikers and bicyclists. The original 
St. Peters train station will be re -
constructed to provide office and
storage space for County park rangers,
as well as a museum and pavilion for

visitors. Handicap-accessible bathrooms
will also be constructed.

Public meetings were held in Warwick
Township to address neighbors’
concerns and distribute information
about the project. Using the grant
proceeds, the Trust acquired the rail
right-of-way on December 22, 2008 
and conveyed it to Friends of St. Peters
Village and Trailway, a non-profit
organization based in St. Peters. The
trail was then leased to the County 
of Chester and will be maintained 
and managed by County park rangers.
Construction should be completed by 
the end of 2009.

Conservation Successes of 2008
ST. PETERS

Boars Back Trail

“Chester County has been recognized as one of the best places in the nation to live 

and work. The quality of life is exceptional here and a major contributing factor is 

the county’s trails and open space. County government has long invested in preserving
our natural assets. Your project is among those that deserve to be supported.” 

County Commissioner Carol Aichele
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A pristine section of the Beaver Run, 
a tributary to the Exceptional Value
French Creek, was protected through 
the donation of a conservation easement
by Dennis and Jennifer Monteiro. The
15-acre eased portion of the property
has 3,000 feet of stream frontage 
and affords an unobstructed view of
woodlands, steep slopes and fields 
from both Prizer Road and Route 100.
Although much of the property may be
used for agriculture, a special setback of
150 feet from the streambank will
ensure that the floodplain areas and
riparian buffer will remain undisturbed.
The protection of wildlife habitat on the
property is enhanced by the fact that it
is adjacent to two properties preserved
by conservation easements, one held by
the Trust and the other, Welkinweir, by

Natural Lands Trust. The historic Horse-
Shoe Trail traverses both the Monteiro
property and the Welkinweir property,
which is home to the Green Valleys
Association. With a third eased property,
also held by the Trust, located directly
across Prizer Road, the protection of the
Monteiros’s land completes a large
swath of conserved landscape along 
this section of the Beaver Run.

Nearly 900 feet of the French Creek
Trail were placed under easement,
thanks to grants awarded by PA DCNR
and Chester County. The McNally
property is adjacent to properties with
existing Trust Conservation and Trail
easements in Buttonwood Farm, West
Vincent Township. The trail easement
follows a portion of the old Sow Belly
Railroad along the French Creek,
providing permanent protection of the
stream corridor, as well as spectacular
views of woodlands and horse pastures
on both sides of the creek.

The McNallys recently sold their home to
Mike and Susan Fox, horse owners who
were happy to acquire a property with a
protected trail and access to the local net -
work of trails and dirt roads. Doris McNally
expressed her satisfaction with the
decision to allow formal trail protection on
her land, commenting, “We hope the trail
brings as much enjoyment to the users as
we had just living on this beautiful creek.”

The acquisition of this easement moves
the French Creek trail one step closer to
providing a route from Bertolet School
Road to French Creek Road, with other
sections under negotiation.

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS:
SOUTH COVENTRY/EAST NANTMEAL

Dennis and Jennifer Monteiro

MORE TRAIL NEWS: Charles and Doris McNally

“We hope the trail
brings as much enjoyment to the users 
as we had just living on this beautiful creek.” Doris McNally

The McNallys on their trail site
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Two streamside properties were placed
under easement when Gene and Diane
Krumenacker purchased a Trust-owned
2.8 acre parcel adjacent to their own 3.8
property on Lucas Road in East Vincent
Township. Mature woodlands and steep
slopes characterize the acquired land
and its perpetual protection will ensure
the health of the wildlife habitat and
stream corridor access it provides.
Together the properties contain about
450 feet of beautiful frontage on
Exceptional Value French Creek and
about the same length of scenic road
frontage. On the opposite streambank,
the lands of Camphill Village Kimberton
Hills are protected by the County
agricultural easements and an informal
natural surface trail follows the stream
corridor for more than a mile. 

EAST VINCENT: Eugene and Diane Krumenacker

Many townships in Chester County 
have a zoning requirement that a certain
percentage of the total acreage of 
a subdivision be dedicated to the
municipality as open space. While this 
is one level of protection against future
development, it does not provide the
perpetual preservation that a conservation
easement ensures. Boards of supervisors
change and with that change a different
mindset might allow the open space 
to be used for development or other 
non-conservation uses.

West Vincent Township has become a
model for making sure the land set aside
as open space remains just that and is
placing FPCCT conservation easements
on several hundred acres of township-
owned land. Several of these parcels 
also contain trails and their formal
protection is adding to the extensive
network that already exists.

Nearly 73 acres of dedicated open space
land within the Weatherstone
subdivision, on Westover and Fellowship
Lanes, were placed under easement on
December 30, 2008. The conservation of
the parcel, containing wetlands,
woodlands and agricultural land, protects
animal and plant habitats and water 

quality and provides a public trail. The
agricultural land will continue as part of
the township’s farmland lease program,
which helps sustain local farmers by
giving them access to additional cropland.

Another Weatherstone open space
parcel of similar size is slated for 
an easement in 2009.

WEST VINCENT: Weatherstone Open Space
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Walt and Vonda Weney
A partnership among the PA Department

of Conservation and Natural Resources
(DCNR), West Vincent Township, the
West Vincent Land Trust, and French 
and Pickering Creeks Conservation Trust
resulted in the purchase of a conservation
easement and a trail easement on two
important sections of the proposed
French Creek Trail on the 15-acre Weney
property. Located on the narrow unpaved
section of Bertolet School Road, this
steep, wooded land rises above the
French Creek and its protection has
eliminated the possibility of five new
houses being built on the property.

A major connector in the township 
trail network had been lost when the
property was subdivided several years
ago, so this re-establishment not only
provides renewed access, but also

represents another advance in the long-
term French Creek Trail project. County-
owned open land lies in close proximity
to the property, with public access to
non-motorized trails and favorite fishing
spots along the French Creek.

Walt and Vonda, wishing to “downsize,”
waited patiently to complete the con -

servation of their property before selling
it recently. As Walt commented, “We’re
glad to know that the property will not
be developed. There is a need for open
space, especially for all the beautiful
wildlife we have seen here over the
years. The experience [of easing the
property] was educational and enjoyable.”

The Weneys flanked by Pam Brown, West Vincent Township Manager Jim Wendelgass (1) and Trust President Cary
Leptuck at their easement signing
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2008 
Land Preservation
Grant Awards

In 2008, FPCCT secured more than
$3 million for land preservation,
trails, and park planning projects
through the generous support 
of the Pennsylvania Department 
of Conservation and Natural
Resources, Chester County
Preservation Partnerships 
Program, and in-kind donations.

Bernhard Property, 
Charlestown Township

$50,000 from Chester County
through the Farmland Preservation
Program to purchase a con -
servation easement on the 
20-acre property

St. Peters to Elverson Boars
Back Trail, Warwick Township

$900,000 Acquisition Grant from
Chester County Commissioners

$600,000 Trail Construction 
Grant from Chester County
Commissioners

$1.5 million matching donation
from Earth Companies, Kimberton
Tom Drauschak, President

East Pikeland Park 
Planning Grant

$25,000 from PA Department 
of Conservation and Natural
Resources to prepare a Master
Site Plan for a proposed park 
and trailhead on the Miller
Property in Kimberton

Trust and Green Valleys Join Forces 
for Stream Stewardship

For the second year, the Trust is partnering with Green Valleys Association to
assess the condition of the riparian areas of willing landowners with eased property
and to educate them in best stewardship practices for their land. This effort, funded
in part by a Claneil Foundation grant, involves site visits and evaluations by our
Stewardship Coordinator Donna Delany and Green Valleys Director of Watershed
Advocacy John Hoekstra, who then provides recommendations for good stewardship,
which could mean reforestation of streambanks, reduced livestock access to
streams, less mowing in riparian areas and removal of invasives. q

Hopewell Big Woods Partnership

The Trust has been a participating
member of the Hopewell Big Woods
Partnership (HBW) since its inception 
in 2001. Originally composed of 17
members representing regional and 
local non-profits and federal and state
governmental agencies, the addition 
of municipal and individual interested
partners has increased the membership
to 40. The overall goal of the group is to
preserve the 15,000 acres of relatively
contiguous woodlands remaining in
southeastern Pennsylvania, part of 
the Schuylkill Highlands. Additional
objectives include conserving the 
Hay and French Creek watersheds,
conserving rare threatened and

endangered species and natural
communities and conserving the
Schuylkill River Greenway adjacent 
to the Hopewell Big Woods core area. 
The vision for this vast expanse includes
goals for economic redevelopment and
recreation—specifically a trail network
to link historic, cultural and recreational
destination sites. Two important trail
projects integral to the completion of the
HBW network recently moved forward.

On the northern border of Hopewell 
Big Woods, the 19-mile Thun Trail, a
segment of the Schuylkill River Trail,
was officially opened in July. This
section runs from Pottstown’s River front
Park to Reading Area Community College.
The Schuylkill River Trail will extend 
130 miles when completed, from
Philadelphia to Pottsville.

The acquisition of the Boars Back
Railroad right-of-way in Warwick
Township, described on page 6, creates 
an integral connection in the Schuylkill
Highlands Trail project—currently in the
planning stages through a cooperative
effort between Natural Lands Trust (NLT)
and DCNR. Overseen by Carol DeWolfe of
NLT, the goal of the plan is to provide off-
road routes linking the Schuylkill River
trail to regional and local trail networks.
For more information about the
Hopewell Big Woods Partnership
visit www.hopewellbigwoods.org.
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Be a Watershed Champion
The Trust has launched a Watershed

Champion Program to enlist volunteers to
help us identify lands that may be under
pressure of development or conservation-
minded property owners who would like
to preserve their land.

Your commitment may be as simple as
facilitating an introduction or as generous
as hosting a neighborhood gathering to

help us reach out to any interested
landowners. Parties hosted in the Pigeon
Run and Birch Run sub-watersheds by
Ann Gray Large and Kirk and Jody
Reinbold have not only been enjoyable
events, but have resulted in new
conservation easements.

You are invited to attend a Land
Preservation Committee meeting to learn

more about this program, have an opp -
ortunity to view maps of our service area
and locate your areas of interest. The
meetings are held on the third Wednes -
day of the month at 5pm in the Trust office.

If you are interested in participating,
please contact Executive Director Clare
Quinn or Conservation Director Pam
Brown at the Trust.q

Sign up today and save our lands for tomorrow.
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